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CITY OF O’FALLON 
Park & Environment Committee 

February 11, 2008 
5:30 p.m.  

Mayor’s Conference Room 
Minutes of a regular meeting of the Parks & Environment Committee of the City of O'Fallon, held in the Mayor’s 

Conference Room, City Hall, 255 S. Lincoln, O’Fallon, Illinois on February 11, 2008 

I.  Attendance:  MEMBERS    _x  Albrecht (7)     _  Renner (5) _x_ Polites (2)  

          _x  Drolet, N  (6)   _x_Reckamp (3) 

II.  Council:     X Medford   X True  X  West X Drolet, J    X Schmidt 
     Park Board:   X Kasten 
     Guests:  G Hillyer; G. McCoskey;J Behnken; C Terlow  
     Staff:   Denton; Rich; Hutchison 
     Meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 
III.  Minutes 
      Motion to approve the minutes from January 14, 2008 Meeting: Polites 
      Second:   Reckamp 
      Corrections: None 
      Approved:  All 
 IV. Item 1:  Liquor License Parks Department 
      Chairperson Albrecht presented the three issues surrounding the Liquor License.   

• Should alcohol be sold at the Sport’s Park?  (City or Contracted) 
• What impact does selling or not selling alcohol have on the business plan 

(tournaments/adult leagues) for the entire park?   
• If we sell alcohol, should we compete against businesses? 

Albrecht open the floor for discussions:  Gene McCoskey stated, “He didn’t believe 
the City should be involved in selling alcohol.  This increased the taxpayers risk and 
that it should be outsourced to a vendor or the Rotary.”  Others agreeing at the 
meeting included Chuck Terlow and Joe Behnken.   

 
Alderman J. Drolet asked, “If the Conference Center would require the City to 
obtain a Liquor License.”  The Hilton will be the contracted manager and provider 
for the new center.  Stu Kasten stated, that at most youth tournaments he has 
attended, alcohol was sold.   They did limit the area where the alcohol could be 
consumed.  The revenue was used to support the program instead of spending tax 
dollars.  Some adult leagues and tournaments would not schedule in O’Fallon if 
alcohol is not sold.  It is NOT written into the contract, but those groups have posed 
the question about sales.  Aldermen Reckamp & True support the social aspect of 
the adult softball teams wishing to have a beer or two.  Alderman True stated, 
“Tournaments do expect alcohol to be sold at adult leagues and tournaments.   
 
Alderman Schmidt stated, “She believes the park has been build for others and not 
the residents of O’Fallon.”  Alderman N. Drolet believes that if we do sell alcohol at 
the park, that it should be outsourced.    Alderman Polites, stated that if this was a 
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municipal golf course, it could be $300,000 in revenue.   Alderman Medford 
supports the City obtaining a liquor license.   
 
The park has been developed under the hotel and motel tax.  A single tournament 
could generate well over $300,000 in economical impact.  These people spend a 
night or two, eat, and purchase gas and supplies.  OPRD has teams on hold due to 
the fact that they want to know if alcohol is going to be allowed.  The first question 
is:  Do we sell alcohol at the Sport Park, yes or no?  If the answer is “No,” then we 
need to look at all of our parks and remove the option for patrons to carry non glass 
alcohol into all parks.  If the answer is “Yes,” we have three options: 

• City Parks & Recreation Department obtains liquor license 
• City obtains a special event liquor license after Council approval for those 

adult tournaments that request this service and allow the leagues to carry 
alcohol into the Sport Park. 

• City sends out a RFP for possible contracted vendors to sell alcohol during 
adult leagues and tournaments. 

Committee Vote: 
Does the City sell alcohol at the Sport Park? 2 For and 2 Against 
If sold, should it be outsourced? 2 For and 2 Against.   

 
 
Item 2: Recycle Program:  HOLD 
Parks & Recreation is researching companies that provide recycling containers 
for City facilities and parks.    
   

 
V. Field Reports/Updates:   

 A) Parks & Cemetery 
 B) Recreation 

C) Art Commission 
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  Polites  
SECOND:    Reckamp 
APPROVED:   All 
PREPARED BY:     MJ Hutchison 


