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Thank you to the O’Fallon Woman’s Club for hosting 
their annual Red, White, and Blue Breakfast on 
March 11 at the Public Safety Facility. 

These ladies put on one heck of a feast. It was quite 
the battle of the breakfast casseroles!

For more information about the club, visit 
https://ofallonwomansclub.org/

SEVERE WEATHER WARNING SYSTEMS

The City of O’Fallon uses an Emergency Alerting System composed of nine (9) 
sirens strategically located throughout the City. The system is designed to alert 
residents and visitors of potentially severe weather, including tornado warnings 
and severe storms with high winds. 

O’Fallon’s emergency alert sirens will be activated during a tornado warning or 
when it has been confirmed that damaging force winds with a sustained speed of 
65+ mph will impact the City of O’Fallon.

As part of a regional program, O’Fallon’s sirens are tested the first Tuesday of 
every month at 10 a.m.

In addition to the storm sirens, the City of O’Fallon added two lightning detection systems in 2018 at the 
O’Fallon Family Sports Park and Community Park. The lightning detection systems will set off a siren and strobe 
light when lightning is in the area. When lightning is nearby, a siren will sound for 15 seconds as an initial 
warning and a strobe light will begin to flash. When the siren goes off, park users should move to a safe and 
covered area. A 20-minute countdown clock will begin once the last lightning strike is detected. With each 
detected lightning strike, the countdown clock restarts. After 20 minutes with no detected lightning strikes, the 
strobe light will stop and three, five-second siren blasts will signify the area is clear of lightning strikes.

The lightning detection system is programmed to not activate sirens or strobe lights during nighttime hours. No 
sirens or strobe lights will be activated typically between 10:30 p.m. and 7:45 a.m.

https://ofallonwomansclub.org/


On March 24, 1916, City Marshal Benjamin “BB” Schmitt was shot and killed. Around 5:30 PM, 
Marshal Schmitt made contact with two individuals, Thomas Boreman and Kenneth Ford, who 
arrived via the train earlier in the week. Marshal Schmitt made contact with them at the B&O 
train depot located in the 100 Block of East State St. in an attempt to figure out who they were 
and to determine why they were in town. The nature of their conversation will never be 
known. What is known as reported by witnesses is the conversation between Marshal Schmitt, 
Boreman, and Ford seemingly concluded as Marshal Schmitt turned and was starting to walk 
away. Witnesses claim Boreman said something to Marshal Schmitt which caused Marshal 
Schmitt to turn around and draw his revolver. At the same time, Boreman drew a revolver which 
he had. Three to four shots were fired by the two men. One of the shots fired by Boreman struck 
Marshal Schmitt in the heart instantly killing him. Shortly after the shooting, Marshal Schmitt was 
pronounced deceased by Dr. H.T Bechtold.

O’Fallon Constable McCommins who was nearby heard the shots, arrived on scene, and shot at 
Boreman missing him. Boreman and Ford took off running, however they were later located by 
resident George Monroe who held them at bay with his shotgun until help could arrive.

Marshal Schmitt’s funeral was held at St. Clare Church located at the intersection of West Third & 
South Oak. He is buried in the O’Fallon City Cemetery. By all accounts, Marshal Schmitt was a 
deeply respected member of this community and City Marshal.

In April of 1916, a Grand Jury indicted Boreman on a charge of Murder and in October the case 
went to trial. Boreman never denied killing Marshal Schmitt and claimed it was in self-defense. A 
jury later acquitted Boreman on the charge of murder. Boreman later apologized for the killing 
and offered his $24 a month Army pension to the family Marshal Schmitt left behind. 

Marshal Schmitt’s name has been added to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Wall 
in Washington DC and in Springfield IL. 

A replica depot where the shooting took place is now the home of the O’Fallon Chamber of 
Commerce across from Shooters.

O’Fallon PD History

The Death of O’Fallon City 
Marshal B.B. Schmitt

Contributed by retired O’Fallon PD 
Lieutenant Keith Townsend 



SAVE THE DATE
This year’s EMS week is May 15-21. 
O’Fallon-Shiloh EMS is planning on a 
hybrid event for the week. Tuesday and 
Thursday that week will be virtual events 
held on the department Facebook page. 
Wednesday will be the open house at 
the Public Safety Facility (285 N. Seven 
Hills Rd) from 5pm to 8pm. We would 
love to have you join us online or in 
person to see and learn more about 
O'Fallon-Shiloh EMS!

Don’t Get Caught Without a Helmet!

With warmer weather leading to more outdoor activity, O’Fallon-Shiloh 
EMS wants to take a moment to remind everyone about helmet safety. 
Helmets are often considered an essential safety tool while riding a 
motorcycle or a bicycle; but many people fail to realize that ANY 
recreational activity involving wheels, concrete, or asphalt necessitates a 
helmet. 

OEMS and public health officials advocate for helmet use for things such as 
contact sports, skating, skate boarding, and using a scooter. Additionally, a 
helmet needs to be fitted properly and be well taken care of, age 
appropriate, worn consistently and correctly, and appropriately certified for 
use. Please use good judgement and proper safety when participating in 
any recreational activity. 

Don't let a lack or improper use of a helmet lead to a tragedy!

https://www.facebook.com/OFallon-Shiloh-EMS-502338009866987




O’Fallon Fire Rescue is looking to hire a few additional 
Part-Time Firefighters. We are specifically in need of 
Firefighters who are at least 21yrs old. If you know of 
someone who is qualified / interested, either point 
them to the online job application 
(https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/ofallonil) 
OR have them contact Chief White 
bwhite@ofallon.org or DC Harris eharris@ofallon.org

Generator Safety
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