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Civilian of the Year – Lead Telecommunicator Brian Bower
Bower serves as a Lead Telecommunicator (LTC) (crew supervisor) in 
the Metro East Communications Center at the O’Fallon Police 
Department. LTC Bower is a skilled telecommunicator and has a vast 
knowledge surrounding the duties and technology within the 
telecommunications center. His expertise lends itself invaluable as he 
helps to guide the center towards reaching its objectives of precision 
and efficiency. LTC Bower’s ability to share insights and offer 
innovative solutions demonstrate his dedication to excellence and 
his commitment to our organization.

Police Officer of the Year – Officer Daniel Hesselbacher
Officer Hesselbacher served in the United States Air Force for 20 
years prior to joining the O’Fallon Police Department. He currently 
serves within the Patrol Division at OPD. Additionally, Ofc. 
Hesselbacher is one of the department’s armorers and is a 
member of the department’s Honor Guard Unit. He is consistently 
one of the most proactive police officers on the department. 
Officer Hesselbacher routinely uses his skills and intuition to fully 
investigate calls for services, and in several cases linking his 
investigations to other crimes which were committed not only in 
O’Fallon, but in other jurisdictions. Ofc. Hesselbacher’s positive 
attitude and drive to succeed are an example to all officers!

We wanted to take a moment to publicly recognize our 2023 Civilian of the Year, Brian Bower, and our 
2023 Officer of the Year, Dan Hesselbacher. Congratulations to both of these gentlemen; we're glad 
they're part of our team!!!



At the SIPCA/SILEC Awards Banquet held mid-
January, O’Fallon PD was well represented. Sgt. Brian 
Gimpel nominated and presented the Bob Hardy 
Award to Fox 2 Journalist Jasmine Huda for her 
ongoing support of Law Enforcement.

Sgt. Gimpel also nominated and presented 
O’Fallon Resident Jimmy Ford with the 
Outstanding Citizen award for his dedication 
and service to the Special Olympics Torch Run 
this past year. Jimmy Ford has been involved 
in organizing fundraising efforts of well over 
$40,000 this past year as well as the donation 
of a wheelchair accessible bus to a local 
special olympics team. 

Lastly, the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #198 
received the unit award for their philanthropic and 
community outreach in 2023. The O’Fallon FOP is 
the gold standard for what every FOP should strive 
to be. This past year the FOP donated $105,000 to 
charitable causes and organizations in the 
community. The two largest donations was $25,000 
to the All Abilities Playground and $25,000 for the 
wheel chair accessible van for the PTOEC. 

We are extremely proud of all our award winners!



On January 4th, we had the pleasure of welcoming our newest officer, Brett 
Pellicciotti, to the O’Fallon Police Department. Officer Pellicciotti was administered 
the Oath of Office by Commissioner Ed Martinez. Brett is a veteran of the United 
States Navy and also worked for the US Forest Service as part of a Hotshot Crew, 
battling wildland fires. 

In addition to all the current members of OPD here to welcome him, Retired Officer 
Jay Spanley was in attendance. Officer Spanley was badge number 42 when he 
served with OPD; Officer Pellicciotti is badge number 142.

Congratulations Officer Pellicciotti!!!! We’re excited to have you as part of our team.



We have some Pawesome news to share with 
you all!!
Please join us in welcoming O’Fallon’s newest 
employee, Public Safety Comfort Dog, Jujube.   
Jujube is a 2 1/2 year old black Lab and was 
trained by SIT Service Dogs in Ava, IL. She is 
exited to begin her new job of receiving pets, 
belly rubs, and neck scratches.

Due to inclement weather, testing of 
our sirens in January was postponed.  
Testing will return to it’s normal 
schedule (first Tuesday of each month) 
at 10 AM on February 6th. 

We want to give a huge thank you to Furchild for 
pampering our little Jujube. After her bath she was treated 
to a shopping spree and picked up some much needed
supplies to help brave the cold, and some fun toys to keep 
her happy in-between petting sessions with our first 
responders. Furchild did a great job brightening her day, 
almost as much as Jujube brightens ours.

Many thanks to everyone at the Shiloh Veterinary Clinic for 
taking such good care of our Public Safety Comfort Dog 
Jujube last week during her checkup. She thoroughly 
enjoyed her visit and loved getting to know Mary Kathyrn
and Dr. Kinnunen.

Jujube will live at the public safety building, cared for by Police, EMS, and MECOMM 
staff.  We look forward to introducing her to you in person at our many community 
events.  Rumor has it Jujube is considering starting her own Instagram page. Stay 
tuned for more details
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